





ne VOL. XVII 


NO. 22 OCTOBER 1, 1958 $3.00 A YEAR 











Se a 





tNA 





If We Judge Ourselves 
We Will Not Be Judged 


2 Corinthians 5:10-11; Ecclesiastes 12:14 


He will come to judge us. We must all appear before the judgment-seat 
of Christ; that every one may receive the things done in his body, ac- 
cording to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. God will bring 


every work into judgment. 





Ah! my brethren, is everything to be accounted for? Every mercy, 
every affliction, every deliverance, every moment, every talent, every | 
season of grace, every sermon, and every sentence of truth in it? 


Ah! where shall we flee for help! or where shall we leave our glory! 
If thou, Lord, shalt mark iniquities, who can stand? Who can answer for 
one of a thousand? 


I tremble to think what danger we are in of being called to account 
for what has happened here; our careless preaching, prayer, conversation, 
whereby we have transformed the feast into three or four days uproar 
against Jesus, who gave His life for us. 


Ah! how can I answer for having a heart so big, and Christ so little 
room in it, and so few thoughts about Him! or having a tongue so long, 
and Christ so little honoured, and my neighbors so little profited by it! 


Ah! let us even now flee under the covert of His blood, that then we 
may give a right answer!—John Brown, 1768. 
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Do We Want Secular 
Church Architecture? 


By John Temple Graves 


“Life like a dome of many-colored glass 
Stains the white radiance of eternity... . 


a? 


* * * 


Listen to the National Council of Churches’ 
Marvin Halverson, executive director of its 
“Department of Worship and the Arts,” defend- 
ing “secular” church architecture: 


“Architecture always tells the truth about 
the society in which it takes form. (It) is one 
of the most significant indices of the spiritual 
climate of an age...” 


Exactly! And executives of a National Coun- 
cil making a social omnibus of the church at 
the expense of the higher things think theirs 
is the “spiritual climate of our times” and that 


their secular architecture is its reflection. 
* .- * 


Time marches. The spiritual climate of our 
times begins to be spiritual, not just social. 


The architectural debate reflects the deeper 


one. 
ie ee 


When architects tell me I’m all wet about 
church architecture I bow to their authority 
but they miss my point. One of them thinks 
I am confusing “the familiar with the good” 
and “condemning all contemporary arts.” I 
wouldn’t have the nerve, honestly. 


From Alexander City, however, Mr. Carlisle 
Towery addresses himself at last to what I’m 
trying so witlessly, it seems, to talk about, even 
though in disagreement. 


He says the idea that there is a “holy” style 
for the church and a “secular” for other build- 
ings “exposes a rather narrow appreciation of 
the Gospel and its relevance to many areas...” 
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“MANY AREAS’ There’s the key. 


I’m a narrow. Mr. Towery and the Council 
think of the church as properly into every- 
thing, economics, politics, sociology, biology and 
all manner of secular matters. 


They deem this “the spiritual climate of the 
age” and say church architecture should reflect 
if. 

Many of us, however, consider this not re- 


ligion but humanitarianism, noble but not re- 
ligious. 


We deplore the divisive and unqualified med- 
dling of the Council in mundane affairs. We 
protest its use of the name of Protestant mil- 
lions without mandate from them. 


We believe the “spiritual climate” now is 
increasingly for a return to God Almighty— 
transcendant, mysterious, benign, divine, om- 
nipotent, omniscient, omnipresent and all that. 
And that churches, whether in old styles or new, 
whether with a view to the future or a mind 
of the past, are supposed somewhere to point 


this “holiness.” 
a * * 


I’m as sick of Victorian church architecture 
as anybody. 


But there’s radiance in religion, not just 
social-mindedness. 


There’s glory of the universe, not just great- 
est good to greatest numbers. 


Millions returning to religion hunger most 
for radiance and the glory, I believe. And if 
churches are persuaded by the increasingly busy- 
body National Council to subordinate these 
to a so-called religion concerned mainly with 
laudable but less radiant things like helping 
the poor, serving the sick, improving “society” 
and entertaining children, the millions must 
go back home. 
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For they are not drawn by sudden humani- 
tarian urge or a rush of social-mindedness to 
the brain. They are drawn by God. 


They hunger for a new life of their own 
hearts and souls, one with the image of purity 
in it, of faith, of the absolute, the totally beau- 
tiful, of the sweetness of God, of God’s wraths 
and disciplines, of a capital-lettered Love that 
embraces all love. 


This, it seems to me, is the spiritual climate 
of the latter-day age. But the inner circle of 
the National Council and its philosophers and 


architects think the climate is something else. 
* + # 


The controversy over church architecture is 
not about art but about God, not about 
modernity but about eternity. 


An Answer to Mr. Graves 


ce 


but when he says 
‘Chief Justice Warren says’... 


+”? 


In the matter of Godless church architecture, 
a distinguished Virginian (1) understands, (2) 
agrees, and (3) goes me one better. 


“Your recent column on ‘A New Climate for 
the Spirit.’”” writes United States Senator A. 
Willis Robertson, “recalls a protest I filed sev- 
eral years ago with the Secretary of Defense 
concerning the ultra-modern design for the 214 
million dollar Air Force Academy Chapel. I 
believe firmly that the failure of the modern 
church to better satisfy the hunger of the heart 
for a new climate of the spirit is filling the hos- 
pitals of our nation with mental cases... .” 


“Discussions from the pulpit,” Senator Rob- 
ertson believes, “of social and economic re- 
forms advocated by our secular writers will 
never create a new climate of the spirit. When 
a minister stands up in his pulpit and says 
‘the Bible says,’ we do not challenge his author- 
ity; but when he says ‘Chief Justice Warren 
says,, then a debate will immediately start on 
the kind of tribute we legally owe Caesar...” 


Amen and amen! The American people, in 
what Arthur Koestler has called “The Age of 
Longing,” are asking for bread and being given 
a stone—with architecture of the same material. 


—By Permission 


Evangelism 
The Church’s Primary Task 


Evangelism has been rightly defined as “pre- 
senting” Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy 
Spirit so that men will put their trust in God 
through Him, accept Him as Saviour and Lord, 
serve Him in the fellowship of His Church and 
follow Him in daily living.” 


In this definition there is a sequence which 
must never be overlooked. Preaching Christ 
as Saviour is primary and this involves the doc- 
trine of man, the doctrine of sin and the doc- 
trine of the atonement. 


Basic to all of this is the necessity of man 
seeing himself for what he really is — a lost 
sinner, and of magnifying and glorifying Christ 
as the eternal Son of God and the Saviour of 
sinners. 


Only after man has repented, confessed his 
sins and turned to Christ for cleansing and for- 
giveness can he become a true child of God 
and follow Christ as Lord in the fellowship 
of the Church. 


Have we not only too often spent our time 
trying to make non-Christians act like Chris- 
tians? Have we not again and again failed to 
bring men face to face with themselves and 
their evil hearts? Have we not forgotten to 
preach Christ as Saviour while we have held 
Him up as Lord of life? 


Because of this the Church (all denomina- 
tions) is truly the great unevangelized field of 
the world. When the Church is evangelized, 
and revived, the world-wide ministry of the 
Church will be immediately advanced. 


—L.N.B. 





The Charlotte Crusade 


Charlotte and the surrounding area in the 
two Carolinas was in great anticipation of 
spiritual blessing as the Billy Graham Evange- 
listic Crusade opened on Sunday afternoon, 
September 21st. 


Despite heavy rains crowds estimated by 
police to number 14,000, attended the first 
meeting. 
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Beginning Saturday night, September 27th, 
the meetings can be followed by television 
viewers all over America. Interested readers 
should consult their local newspapers for time 
and _ station. 


That for which people have been praying 
in Charlotte is a mighty outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit cn the Christians and on the unsaved. 
There have been wide-spread preparations and 
thousands have sought to fulfill God’s condi- 
tions for revival. The spirit of unity among 
Christians of all denominations; the coopera- 
tion of churches and of civic organizations; the 
deepening of the sense of need and of faith 
that God will meet the need — all of these 
things have led to an unusual sense of ex- 
pectancy. 


Mr. Graham is asking specifically that God's 
people will continue to pray for him, for each 
member of the team and for all in Charlotte 
and surrounding areas, that God will do a 
mighty thing in their midst. He also asks for 
special prayer for the television broadcasts be- 
cause experience has already shown that the 
Holy Spirit can and will greatly use and bless 
this phase of evangelism. 





Whats the Matter With 
Mrs. MorganP 


Mrs. Harry C. Morgan of Augusta’s Greene 
Street Presbyterian Church hasn’t missed Sun- 
day School attendance or church in 2314 Sun- 
days, a perfect record for over 44 years. The 
marvelous achievement suggests several perti- 
nent (and admittedly ironic) questions: 


1. Doesn’t Mrs. Morgan ever have company 
on Sunday to keep her home from Sunday 
School and Church? 

2. Doesn’t she ever go anywhere on Saturday 
night and get up too tired on Sunday morning 
to go out? 


3. Doesn’t she ever have headaches, colds, or 
nervous spells that keep her home on Sunday? 


4. Doesn’t she ever sleep late on Sunday 
mornings? 


5. Doesn’t she know that it sometimes rains 
hard on Sunday mornings? 

6. Doesn’t she ever get her feelings hurt by 
somebody in the Church? 


7. Doesn’t she ever get mad at the preacher 
or the Sunday School teacher? 


8. Doesn’t she have a radio or a television so 
that she can listen occasionally at least to 
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“some mighty good lesson or sermon on the 
network?” 


What’s the matter with Mrs. Morgan, indeed? 


Yes, she has been blessed with wonderful health. 
But more important than that, she is a Chris. 
tian who understands what it means to be faith- 
ful to her Lord and His work. 


—From the First Presbyterian Church 
Messenger, Augusta, Georgia. 





Optimism! 


A United States Senator remarked a few days 
ago in a private conversation that if the people 


of the United States knew the real world situa- 


tion there would be a panic. 


This senator was speaking from _ personal 
knowledge but he was speaking the language 
of the world, not of the Christian. 

There is no more effective witness which the 
Christian can bear than serenity in the midst 
of chaos; peace in the midst of fear; assurance 
and hope when others are at their wits end. 


This is a time in which just such a witness 
can and should be borne. Just as Peter looked 
at the waves and began to sink, so too we 
can look at a world in chaos and forget the 
One who stands immovable — the sovereign 
God of His own creation. 


In times of strain and stress God’s children 
have always found comfort and strength in the 
Psalms. For those who have not recently done 
so let us suggest that the Psalms be read again 
and that every promise be underscored, along 
with every passage where the majesty and final- 
ity of God’s power is affirmed. 

There is little in the world to cause optimism 
from the standpoint of man or his achieve- 
ments, but, in the light of the revelation which 
we have of God and his sovereign power, a 
Christian should be a glorious optimist. 

“Wait on the Lord: be of good 
courage, and he shall strengthen 
thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.” 
(Ps. 27:14) 
—L.N.B. 





Sacred Music 


If music soothes a savage, what will sacred 
music do to a Christian? 


Music runs a close second to the Word ol 
God in touching the hearts of men. We have 
heard great ministers say that the power of 
the Holy Spirit comes from the Word of God. 
“I felt nothing until he started quoting scrip- 
ture,” was a comment of a minister attending 
services of a well known evangelist. Few evan- 
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gelists and ministers have failed to recognize 
the power of sacred music. 


One day, October 17, 1954, I heard 800 
“angels” sing at the Presbyterian men’s conven- 
tion at New Orleans. They were in the bal- 
conies, wives of the delegates mostly, and Walter 
D. Eddows, the great songleader, called them 
angels. Their unscheduled performance was one 
of the most heart-stirring events of the conven- 
tion. Never before had I heard an angelic choir 
presenting a foretaste of heaven. 


It was Blessed Assurance: “This is my story, 
this is my song, praising my Saviour all the day 
long.” And then: “Beautiful words, wonderful 
words, wonderful words of life.” Followed by: 
“I am thine, O Lord, I have heard thy voice, 
and it told thy love to me.” 


We sang them all, including the Lord’s 
Prayer, “Take the Name of Jesus With You,” 
“I Love to Tell the Story,” “O Jesus, I Have 
Promised,” and “Christ Is the Answer,” which 
Mr. Eddows introduced at Dallas in 1951. 

What is sacred music but a prayer? And with 
five thousand men’s voices in harmony it does 
something to you you'll never forget. 

Some churches have abandoned Sunday night 
services and a survey probably would reveal 
that neglect of music could be blamed as one 
of the principal reasons why God’s house has 
been darkened. 

Ralph Brewer 





Keeping Christ Out of Christmas 
and Education 


Superintendent Pollack of New Jersey has 
issued a directive that from now on no more 
Christmas hymns are to be in evidence at 
Christmas time in the public schools of this 
so-called Christian state. The New Jersey Leg- 
islature has passed a law which will render all 
Christmas observances in the schools illegal. 


Observances of the birth of our Lord have 
also been outlawed in Sierra Madre, California, 
and Lake View, Illinois; and the singing of 
carols to His honor are prohibited by law. 


The Attorney General, Pat Brown, of Cali- 
fornia, has ruled that God cannot be mentioned 
in the classroom. Consistent with this ruling, 
one of the schools in California has instructed 
its librarian to examine all books in the school 
library and remove from circulation those books 
which mention God. 


If God is turned out of school His law must 
follow. The Ten Commandments have been 
banned in public schools in New Jersey. They 
have also been condemned as undesirable in- 
struction material by the Board of Education of 
New Hyde Park, Long Island, N. Y. This ruling 
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has been upheld by the New York State Com- 
missioner of Education. 

With this anti-Christ spirit abroad, let us 
honor and adore the Christ of God in our 
Christian homes and in our Christian schools. 
As our secular school authorities increasingly 
build a school program without Christ, may in 
our school programs the words of Christ be 
increasingly verified: “Without me ye can do 
nothing.” 


—Mark Fakkema, in “The Christian Teacher’ 





Senate Votes Windfall 
to Liquor Distillers 


Midst the closing rush of the 85th Congress, 
the Senate found time to vote a windfall to 
the nation’s distillers, voting 51 to 39 to extend 


the tax-free bonding period on distilled spirits 
from eight to 20 years. 


Under the old law (64 years old), distillers 
had to pay a federal excise tax of $10.50 per 
gallon on all distilled spirits in bond after 
eight years. The new provision puts off pay- 
ment for 20 years. 

In the early 1950's, certain distillers gam- 
bled that the Korean War would become World 
War III. They overproduced hoping to reap 
huge wartime profits. When full conflict did 
not develop, they were stuck with surplus stocks 
on which taxes would have to be paid in 1958 
and 1959. 

There was controversy within the Senate 
finance committee over extension of the tax- 
free period. Committee chairman, Senator 
Harry Flood Byrd (D-Va.) contended: 


“My objection to this proposed legislation 
is fundamental. Its purpose is wrong. In its 
best light, it is requested to correct an error 
of judgment. Actually, it will bail out dis- 
tilleries which gambled on the effects of war, 
and lost. The result will be a stockmarket wind- 
fall and unfair advantage over competitors. In 
addition, it will adversely affect the current 
fiscal position of the United States. It will have 
the effect of at least a temporary tax reduction 
on certain whiskey distilleries while ordinary 
taxpayers are bearing a tremendous burden with 
no relief in sight.” 


But the pressure tactics and smooth lobbying 
techniques by the distillers paid off. The com- 
mittee voted to approve the extension 11 to four. 
Within two or three hours after the Senate 
finance committee had approved the extension, 
the stock of one of the principal distillery bene- 
ficiaries increased in value by about $33 million. 

Speaking of the tactics used by the liquor 
industry, Senator Byrd told his colleagues on 
the floor of the Senate, “Frankly, I have never 
seen the pressure for a change in this law reach 
the extremes taken this time.”—CLIPSHEET. 
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Mat TROLY SPinit 


By Rev. Wm. E. Hill, Jr. 


This is one of the messages delivered at Weaverville, N. C., on August 20, 1958, on the program of 
the Conference on Reformed Theological Thought, sponsored by The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


One Sunday morning, on Rally Day, a man 
whose life had been marvelously changed by 
the power of Jesus Christ, stood up to give his 
testimony. Yonder in the balcony, there was 
another man, the president of the Men’s Bible 
Class, a member of the church, but a man who 
came to church only on Sunday morning and 
gave little evidence of vital Christianity in his 
life. As he listened that morning, his lip quiv- 
ered, his hand trembled, his eyes filled with 
tears; and at the close of the service, he rushed 
down to the church office saying, “Where is 
someone that can tell me how to be saved?” 
There was a man who had come under the 
convicting power of the Holy Spirit. 


It used to be that sometimes a man said 
that he did not believe in anything that he 
could not see. But no sane man would make 
such a statement today. For who can see the 
power of electricity as it moves out from the 
dynamo, across the wires, to bring light and 
to turn the wheels of industry? And who can 
see the powerful radio or television impulse 
as it moves out from the antenna of the broad- 
casting station to bring music and picture into 
your home? Or who can see the rays that move 
out from a tiny little piece of radium, or the 
power latent in the atom? I want to talk to 
you about the greatest unseen power that man 
can know — and that is the power of the Holy 
Spirit - a person - the third person of the 
Trinity - God, living, present, moving, acting, 
speaking in our world today. God the Father, 
God the Son, God the Holy Spirit are three; 
and yet they are One. But when God speaks 
and acts today, He speaks and acts through that 
part of Himself called the Holy Spirit. So that 
the Holy Spirit is God present, moving, speaking 
in the world today. 


The Word of God tells us of at least three 
important works of the Holy Spirit — the con- 
victing work of the Holy Spirit, the converting 
work of the Holy Spirit, and the comforting 
work of the Holy Spirit. 


The Convicting Work of the Holy Spinit 


In John 16, we read that Jesus said, “When 
He is come, He will convict the world of sin 
and of righteousness and of judgment.” The 
Holy Spirit is in the world today to convict 
the world of SIN. Our world does not know 
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what sin is all about; people do not understand 
sin. They have little sense of sin. In America 
today, there are, according to government sta- 
tistics, 100,000 children under the age of ten 
years who have syphilis. Every year in our land, 
there are 14,000 babies born with syphilis; and 
every one of them is a candidate for blindness, 
for physical deformity, for mental deficiency, 
for premature death. Our nation just does not 
understand what sin is. 


Men will bow down before the gods and 
goddesses of Hollywood, many of them drunk- 
ards, dope fiends, harlots, or libertines, and 
even name their children for them; because they 
do not understand what sin is. People today 
will stand up, and with breath that is foul 
with alcohol, lips that are foul with profanity 
and hearts that are filled with greed, sing, “God 
bless America.” They are too ignorant to know 
that God Almighty cannot bless that kind of 
an America. God has said, “Righteousness 
exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any 
people.” ‘The wicked shall go down to hell, 
and all nations that forget God.” Men today 
do not understand what sin really is. But - 
when a man comes under the convicting power 
of the Holy Spirit, then his eyes are opened, 
he sees sin as God sees it, and he trembles. 


Convicting of Righteousness and Judgment 


The Holy Spirit comes to convict, also, of 
RIGHTEOUSNESS. People today do not seem 
to understand what righteousness is. If today 
a perfectly righteous man, as God sees righteous- 
ness, is pointed out to most people, they say, 
‘“‘Narrow-minded, fool, fanatic, old-fashioned; 
don’t want any part of that.” It is because, 
too often, the world in which we live, does 
not really know what righteousness is. Having 
never looked upon the face of God nor seen 
His holiness, they are confused about right and 
wrong. When a man really looks into the face 
of God, he cries out like Isaiah of old, “Woe 
is me, for I am undone; for I am a man of 
unclean lips; and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips.” Or like Peter, “De- 
part from me, for I am a sinful man, oh Lord 

.” Or like old Job, when he saw the Lord, 
“J have heard of Thee with the hearing of 
mine ears, but now I have seen Thee with mine 
eyes, and I hate myself and repent in dust and 
ashes.” 
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People are saying today, “What’s the harm?” 
They say, “Oh, don’t be old fashioned.” They 
say, “Oh, everybody’s doing that.” Men and 
women today do not understand the holiness 
and righteousness of God. But — when a man 
comes under the convicting power of the Holy 
Spirit, then his eyes are opened, he sees God 
as He really is, and he trembles. 


The Holy Spirit convicts, also, of JUDG- 
MENT. Today, you talk about the Judgment 
Day, and people laugh at you. They say, “Give 
me one world at a time; I’m not interested 
in the Judgment Day.” There are only two 
days that people are interested in - pay day 
and holiday; and they don’t give a rip about 
a Judgment Day. But the Judgment Day is 
coming. And when a man gets under the con- 
viction of God’s Holy Spirit, seeing sin as it 
is and righteousness as God sees it, he also 
sees judgment; for he knows that he is a sinner 
and under the righteous judgment and wrath 
of Almighty God. Like the people at Pentecost, 
he is “pricked in his heart” and like Felix of 
old, when Paul reasoned of righteousness, tem- 
perance and judgment — he trembles! 


The Spirit Convicting Today 


In a fashionable little city in Virginia, one 
morning after the Bible Study, a lady whom 
the pastor pointed out as the leading society 
woman of that community came forward. With 
trembling hand and eyes suffused with tears, 
she said, “I didn’t realize how much sin there 
was in my life; and oh, I’m so ashamed of 
myself, I don’t know what to do.” She had 


come under the convicting power of the Holy 
Spirit. 


A minister at a young people’s camp one 
night was going around with a flashlight, to 
be sure that none of the young people were 
still out on the campus after “lights out.” He 
walked up behind a car, and there, through 
the rear glass of the car, he saw two heads, a 
boy and a girl. As he walked around the car, 
suddenly the door burst open, a young fellow 
jumped out and said, “Hi, doc, we were wait- 
ing for you. Susy here has something wrong 
with her. She wants to talk to you. You're so 
busy during the daytime, we waited here to 
see you. Good night, doc.” He went on up 
to the dormitory to go to bed, as the minister 
turned to the girl. Seeing she was one of the 
girls of his own church, the daughter of one 
of his elders, and was crying, he said, “Susy, 
what’s the matter?” 


“Doc, I don’t know what’s the matter with 
me. I never felt like this in my life before. 
I've always tried to be a good girl, and you 
know I joined the church when I was twelve 
years old. You know my daddy’s an elder; but 
tonight, I feel like I’m lost. Tonight, I see my 
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sins as I’ve never seen them before. Tonight, 
I feel like I’m not saved; tell me, what’s the 
matter with me?” There was a girl who had 


come under the convicting power of the Holy 
Spirit. 


It is the work of the Holy Spirit to move 
out across the world and enable men and 
women to see sin, to see God, to see judgment 


— to bring them under conviction that they 
may be saved. 


But, the Bible says also that it is the work 
of the Holy Spirit to move in the church and 
bring Christian people under conviction, that 
they may see their sin, that they may repent, 
that there may be revival in the church. In 
Peter’s letter we read, “The time has come for 
judgment to begin in the house of God, and 
if it begin at us, what shall the end be of them 
that obey not the Gospel of God?” The only 
hope of revival in the church, the only hope 
of something happening in this nation to turn 
it back to God - is the work of the Holy Spirit. 
He alone can convict men of sin and of right- 
eousness and of judgment. We may sway peo- 
ple’s emotions, appeal to their vanity, persuade 
them to support a program; but without the 
conviction of the Holy Spirit, it amounts to 
nothing. 


The Converting Work of the Holy Spirit 


And then, in the second place, we come to 
the converting work of the Holy Spirit. You 
are familiar with the passage in the third chap- 
ter of John where Nicodemus, the scholar, the 
churchman, the Pharisee, came to Jesus and 
got the shock of his lifetime. Said Jesus, “Except 
a man be born of water and of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the Kingdom of Heaven.” I am 
sure those words struck Nicodemus like an 
earthquake; and he might well have said, “But, 
Master, you don’t understand. I’m a church 
man. 


But Jesus would say, “Except a man be 
born of the Spirit, he cannot enter the King- 
dom of God.” 


“But, Master, you don’t understand. I’m a 
moral man.” 


“Except a man be born of the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the Kingdom of God.” 


“But, Master, you don’t understand. I’m an 
educated man.” 


“Except a man be born of the Spirit, he can- 
not enter the Kingdom of God.” 


Then Jesus went on to say, “That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh.” All of us, when we 
are born into this world, are born of the flesh. 
That is our first birth, born of water. A little 
baby is born in a sac of water. We are born 
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of the water, and we are flesh. But Jesus says 
unless we are born a second time, born again, 
we cannot see the Kingdom of God. This is 
tremendously serious. Have you been born a 
second time? It is the work of God’s Holy 
Spirit to reach down, touch our fleshly natures 
and transform them into spiritual natures; and 
until that has happened, you cannot see the 
Kingdom of God. Do you have the Holy Spirit? 
Has He touched you? Has He done His work 
in you? Are you born of the Spirit? If not, 
you are not on your way to Heaven: You 
are not saved. You are lost. It is absolutely 
impossible for any man to see Heaven without 
being born of the Spirit. Jesus said so. The 
Apostle Paul says, “If any man have not the 
Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.” You and I 
are flesh. Somewhere, sometime, God’s Spirit 
has to reach down and touch these fleshly 
natures of ours — and make them spirit; for 
the Bible says, “Flesh and blood shall not 
inherit the Kingdom of God.” Are you born 
again? It is the work of the Spirit to convert, 
to regenerate. Without His work, there is no 
salvation. 


Unconverted Churchmen 


In Acts 19, we read of twelve men, elders 
in the church at Ephesus, men who had believed, 
men who had been baptized, men who were 
leaders in the church. But Paul immediately 
sensed that there was something wrong. He 
put the question to them, “Have you received 
the Holy Ghost since you believed?” 


They said, “Why, we haven’t even so much 
as heard whether there be a Holy Ghost.” Then 
Paul explained to them how John preached 
the baptism of repentance — turn from your 
sins, change — that it was necessary for a per- 
son to be baptized in Jesus Christ by the Holy 
Spirit before he could see the Kingdom of 
Heaven. Then they were baptized in the name 
of Jesus, Paul laid his hands upon them, and 
they received the Holy Spirit. 


What was their trouble? They were church 
members. They were baptized. They believed. 
But they were not saved. They had not re- 
ceived the Holy Spirit. 


A few years ago, I was speaking at Columbia 
Seminary, using this same theme. After it was 
over, two young men there at the seminary 
came over to see me and said, “Preacher, we 
do not know whether or not we are born again. 
We are starting out in the ministry to preach 
the Gospel, but we do not know. Tell us, 
how can we know whether we are born again?” 


In Ocean View, Virginia, the last night of 
the meeting, when the service was over, the 
treasurer of the church came up and shook 
hands with me. I paused for a moment, hold- 


PAGE 8 


ing his hand, looked him straight in the eye 
and said, “Sir, are you born again?” He winced 
a little, dropped his eyes and said, ‘Well, 
preacher, these meetings have done me good 
and I feel a lot better; but, no, I can’t say I’m 
born again.” 


I said, “Well, sir, would you pause with 
me for just a moment here. The men are wait- 
ing there to take me back to Hopewell, but | 
want to talk with you before I go.” 


So we went back into one of the classrooms, 
I opened the Bible, explained to him how he 
could be born again, how he could know that 
God’s Spirit had done something in his soul. 
There upon his knees, he made his prayer of 
repentance, truly received the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and for the first time in his life, he came to 
know that the Holy Spirit had worked a miracle 
in him and that he was born again. 


There are all too many people in our churches 
who have never experienced the miracle of the 
new birth, or they do not know whether or 
not they have experienced it, and they are 
going on in uncertainty down the highway of 
life without knowing where they are going. As 
I go around holding meetings, I find that no 
more than ten per cent of the people of the 
average congregation are willing to raise their 
hands and say they know they are saved. 


Oh, my brother, unless God’s Spirit has done 
something in your soul, you are not on your 
way to Heaven. I’m not talking about some 
emotional experience; I’m not talking about 
some great upheaval; you may not even know 
where it took place, or when. But, sometime, 
somewhere, it has to take place or else you'll 
never see the Kingdom of God. Jesus said, “Ex- 
cept a man be born of the Spirit...” It is 
the work of God’s Holy Spirit to change, to 
regenerate, to convert, to cause to be born anew 
in Christ. 


A few years ago, in Tuscumbia, Alabama, 
God’s Spirit was poured out in a mighty way 
in the morning service. There were many peo- 
ple who were broken before God. After the 
service was over, there came a knock at the 
pastor’s door and there stood the principal of 
the high school. When the pastor invited him 
in, the principal suddenly burst into tears. When 
he got control of himself, he said, “Preacher, 
excuse me, but this is the greatest day of my 
life.” And then emotion overcame him again. 
After he got control of himself, he said, ‘“Preach- 
er, excuse me. I'll never be the same after this.” 
Again he broke down and after he had con- 
trolled himself, he said, “Preacher, this morn- 
ing I’ve found out for the first time in my 
life what it means to be born again.” 
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The Comforting Work of the Holy Spirit 


We come now to that third work of the Holy 
Spirit, the comforting work of the Holy Spirit. 
The Spirit convicts, converts, and comforts! We 
read in the New Testament that the Holy Spirit 
is the Comforter. The Greek word is Paraclete, 
which means, one by your side! One to help 
you! One to encourage you! That’s what the 
Holy Spirit is, the Comforter and the Encour- 
ager. The moment you repent of your sins, 
the moment you truly yield to Jesus Christ, the 
Holy Spirit comes to live in you; and in you 
He becomes a Spirit of Christ, dwelling in your 
body, giving you power that you did not have 
before, so that your body becomes the temple 
of the Holy Spirit, because God comes to live 
in you. 


Spirit of Power 


He is the Spirit of Power. Preaching out in 
the mountains of North Carolina many years 
ago, I labored without visible results night 
after night. Then a young fellow came to me 
after the meeting one night and said, “Preacher, 
I believe all you preached, but I can’t go for- 
ward on the invitation; I can’t accept Christ, 
because I know that I couldn’t lead a Christian 
life. I just couldn’t live up to it and do not 
want to be a hypocrite.” 


I said, “My friend, if you knew that you had 
God in you, if you knew that the Lord Jesus 
Christ was in you, if you knew that the Holy 
Spirit was living in you, do you think then you 
could live a Christian life?” 


He said, “Certainly, I could.” 


I said, “Well, then, listen. Let’s turn over 
here to Revelation 3:20, ‘Behold, I stand at 
the door and knock. If any man hear my voice 
and open the door, I will come into him... ’ 
The moment you repent of your sins and yield 
yourself completely to Jesus, He comes in. He 
gives you power in your life, ‘Greater is He 
that is in you than he that is in the world.’” 
(I John 4:4) 


A man whom I often sought to win to Christ 
always would say, “No, I’ve joined three 
churches before; and it didn’t do me any good. 
I’m not going to be a hypocrite and join another 
church.” 


I said, “But, Jim, I’m not talking about join- 
ing the church. I’m talking about letting Jesus 


come into your soul and take control of your 
life.” 


He said, “No, that may work for some people; 
but it won’t work for me.” 


Then we had a great evangelistic meeting; and 
one night, during the invitation, I walked over 
beside Jim; and I reached up my hand on his 
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tall shoulder; and I said, “Jim, won’t you settle 
it tonight?” 


Jim looked down at me with fire in his eyes 
and said, “No, I won’t!” I knew he was mad. 
The next night he wasn’t there. I was afraid 
I had driven him away from the meeting. But 
the next night he came. And when the invita- 
tion was being given, I was over on the other 
side of the congregation, talking to a lady, when 
I realized that a hush had come over the con- 
gregation. And I saw long, tall Jim walking 
down the aisle. 


And then, a few days afterward, he was in 
my study; and I said to him, “Jim”—I thought 
I'd kid him a littl—‘“you used to say you 
couldn’t live a Christian life. Have you de- 
cided now, Jim, that you can?” 


He looked at me with the saddest expression 
on his face, and he said, “No, Mr. Hill, not 
that, not that. I haven’t decided that I can 
live the Christian life; I’ve turned it all over 
to the Lord Jesus Christ. He’s in me, and 
He’s going to live it for me.” Oh, friends, that 
is the glorious truth, that the Holy Spirit comes 
in, as the Spirit of Power, to enable us to live 
victoriously day by day. 


Spirit of Truth 


As the Spirit of Truth, Jesus says He leads 
us “into all truth.” He helps us to understand 
the Bible. A lady said to me the other day, “I 
read the Bible, but it’s just like any other book 
to me. It doesn’t mean a thing to me. I don’t 
understand it.” 


I said, “Well, do you have the Holy Spirit?” 
No, of course she didn’t understand the Bible; 
you can’t understand the Bible unless you have 
the Holy Spirit to teach you. The Holy Spirit 
reveals the truth. He leads us to all truth. 
He helps us in our weaknesses, comforts our 
hearts in sorrow and trouble, temptation and 
persecution, and enables us to know that “all 
things work together for good to them that love 
God.” 


He is the Spirit of Prayer. For “we know 
not how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit 
prays within us, with groanings that cannot 
be uttered.” 


Spirit of Restoration 


He also is the Spirit of Restoration. So easily 
we slip backward, so easily we get discouraged, 
so easily we get wrapped up in the things of 
this world, and our spiritual life begins to 
drift. Then the Holy Spirit begins to work in 
us, to convict us, to bring us to our knees and 
restore us to our fellowship with God. 


In a young people’s conference at Hampden- 
S dney, after I had had an open forum with 
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a number of boys and girls about their prob- 
lems, the problems of teen-agers, after everyone 


else had gone, I noticed a high-school girl, 
standing over by a tree. She had her head 
bowed like there was something wrong, so I 
walked over to her, and I saw that she was 
crying. I said, “Sister, what’s the matter?” 


She looked up through her tears, and she 
said, “Preacher, I used to think I was a Chris- 
tian, but not any more.” She said, “Preacher, 
I used to think I was going to be a missionary, 
but not any more.” 


I said, “Well, what’s happened?” 


“Well,” she said, “Preacher, I never have 
told anybody else, but somehow I feel like I 
ought to tell you. My boy friend and I have 
been going out nights and our dates have been 
getting hotter and hotter. Now we’ve gone too 
far. I feel so unclean; I feel so guilty; I feel 
like I’d like to go out and jump in a river 
and drown myself. I just don’t want to live 
any more.” Oh, I was so glad I could tell her 
of the healing, restoring power of the Holy 
Spirit Who still lived in her, bringing her the 
conviction that something in her life was wrong, 
and would take her tenderly now, forgive her, 
restore her, and give her victory in her life to 
overcome sin and to live for the Lord Jesus. 
Thank God for the restoring power of the Holy 
Spirit. 


Spirit of Assurance 


He, also, is the Spirit of Assurance in us; for 
we read in the Scripture that God’s “Spirit 
beareth witness with our spirit that we are the 
children of God.” He is the one Who gives 
to us, down deep in our souls, that quiet con- 
fidence that God has done a miracle in our 
souls and that we are the children of God. 
“Hereby know we that we know Him, because 
He has given us of His Spirit.” 


The Filling of the Spirit 


We come now to something which is often 
times overlooked the filling power of the 
Holy Spirit. You have noted in the Bible that 
when Peter stood up before the rulers and said, 
“We ought to obey God rather than men,” he 
was filled with the Spirit. Have you noticed 
in the Bible, when Stephen stood up and his 
face became the face of an angel, he was “filled 
with the Holy Spirit”? “And they were not 
able to resist the wisdom of the ‘Spirit’ by 
which he spoke.” 


What does it mean to be filled with the Holy 
Spirit? In the fourth chapter of Acts, we read 
how the disciples, being threatened, came to- 
gether and prayed that God would give them 
boldness, and how “the place was shaken, and 
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit: and 
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spoke the word of God with boldness.” 
was after Pentecost. 


This 


Is it possible for a Christian again to have 
that experience? Why not? The Holy Spirit 
is in us, helping us day by day, gradually to 
grow in grace and to become more like the 
Lord. But there are times when we are in a 
crisis, surrender ourselves fully to God, and 
the Holy Spirit will fill us. We then take a 
leap forward in our spiritual lives with the 
filling of the Holy Spirit. God has experiences 
for us in the riches of His grace, filling us 
beyond that which we have yet experienced; 
and you and I, again and again, may be filled 
with the Holy Spirit — the result — new bold- 
ness! 


Boldness! Oh, we have such an inferiority 
complex about religion. We can talk about 
baseball, and we can talk about politics, and 
we can talk about things going on around us; 
but when most people start talking about re- 
ligion, the tongue gets tied around the Adam’s 
apple, and they can’t say anything. But when 
you have the filling of God’s Spirit, then you 
don’t care what people think; you don’t care 
what people say; you are released from your 
inhibitions. You can pray; you can witness; 
you want to go out and tell somebody else about 
Jesus. 


If all of us who are elders in the church, 
pastors, evangelists, ruling elders, should be 
filled with the Spirit, I’ll tell you, things would 
happen. Because when men and women are 
filled with the Spirit, they speak the word of 
God with boldness. Our churches would be 
filled with people; they would be standing 


around at the windows to watch what is going 
on. 


Dwight L. Moody tells the story that in his 
young days, every Sunday night, as he stood 
there at the door to shake hands with the 
people, there were two old ladies who came by. 
As they shook hands with him, they said, “Mr. 
Moody, we’re praying for you; we're praying 
for you.” Moody said those ladies talked like 
there was something I didn’t have that they 
thought I ought to have. I didn’t like the 
tone of their voices. So one night, I said to 
them, “Look, what are you praying for me 
so for? Why don’t you pray for the sinners? 
They’re the ones that need praying for. Why 
are you praying for me so?” 


They said, “Mr. Moody, we’re praying that 
you may be filled with the Spirit.” Mr. Moody 
went home, began to study his Bible, and read 
what it says about the filling of the Spirit. 
He fell down on his knees and cried out to 
God, surrendering himself to God as he had 
never done before. 
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“And,” he said, “something happened to me 
that was indescribable. I cried out; and I said, 
‘Oh, God, I’d rather die than go back to what 
I was before this happened.’” Then began the 
great evangelistic mission of Moody that brought 
two continents closer to God. Yes, my friend, 
if you’re ready to lay all upon the altar as a 
Christian, if you’re ready to surrender every- 
thing in your life and ask Him to fill you, 
He’ll fill you. You'll lose your inferiority com- 
plex about religion; you'll be filled with bold- 
ness and power for God. 


Once, years ago, a layman who talked to 
his pastor said, “Preacher, for forty years I’ve 
been a Christian, and for thirty years I’ve been 
an officer in this church. I’ve tried my best to 
serve the Lord. But, preacher, as I look back 
over the years, I can’t think of a single person 
that I have ever won to Jesus Christ. Of course, 
there may have been some; I don’t know, but I 
can’t think of a single person that I’ve won to 
Jesus Christ. I guess, preacher, I must be a 
failure.” 


That night, he got on his knees and cried 
out, “Oh, God, what is the matter with me?” 
He opened his Bible to Romans 12. “I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God, which is your rea- 
sonable service.” It occurred to him that never 
had he really yielded his body, his all, to God. 
He had asked God to help him. He had tried 
to serve Christ. But never had he yielded all. 
As upon his knees, he made a full surrender, 
there came to him an indescribable peace, joy, 
confidence, sense of the Holy Spirit’s presence. 
Next morning, he said to his wife, “Dear, some- 
thing happened to me last night.” At ten o'clock, 
he called his wife from the store. “Dear, I have 
witnessed to two men who came into the store 
and both of them yielded to Christ.” 


Oh, how our elders need the filling of the 
Spirit! How we need our deacons to get filled 
with the Spirit! Our Sunday School teachers, 
we preachers need a new filling of God’s Spirit 
to set the church on fire. We’re working, we’re 
going through the motions, but what are we 
accomplishing? Too often, it is because we 
have not tarried to be filled with God’s Holy 
Spirit. Oh, Christian friend, there is infinitely 
more of God’s power, and of God’s peace, and 
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of God’s strength, and of God’s mighty pres- 
ence for your life than you have ever yet 
realized. God is anxious to pour more into 
your life, and God is anxious to fill you with 
the Spirit, but are we willing to yield ourselves 
completely and pay the price? To lay that old 
self of ours upon the altar, to tear out those 
old sins in our heart and lay them upon the 
altar, to take our jobs and lay them upon the 
altar, to take our possessions and lay them upon 
the altar, to take our children and lay them 
upon the altar, to take our selves and lay our- 
selves upon the altar of Jesus and say, “Lord, 
here it is; I don’t want anything but your will. 
I surrender to you. Fill me with your Spirit— 


Is your all on the altar of sacrifice laid? 
Your all does the Spirit control? 
You can only be blest, find peace and 
sweet rest 
When you yield Him your body and soul. 


Let us again pray the prayer of the hymnwriter: 


Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 
With all Thy quickening powers; 
Kindle a flame of sacred love 
In these cold hearts of ours. 


In vain we tune our formal songs, 
In vain we strive to rise; 

Hosannas languish on our tongues, 
And our devotion dies. 


Dear Lord, and shall we ever live 
At this poor dying rate? 

Our love so faint, so cold to Thee, 
And Thine to us so great! 


Come, Holy Spirit, heavenly Dove, 
With all Thy quickening powers; 
Come, shed abroad a Saviour’s love, 

And that shall kindle ours. 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 19 


By THE REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The Baptism Of Jesus 


Background Scripture: Matthew 3:3-17; Luke 3:15-22 


Devotional Reading: Romans 6:1-11 


In baptism we have a symbolic representation of two things: (1) a doing away with sin, a cleansing 
from sin, and (2) new life by the power of the Spirit. Water is a symbol of cleansing — washing 
with water in the name of Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Water is also a symbol of life — water of 


life. The real baptism is that of the Holy Spirit. 


power of the Spirit can do this. 
We are born of water and the Spirit, the water 
standing for the work of the Spirit. 


In our Devotional Reading from Romans 
6:1-11 Paul asks the question, What shall we 
say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace 
may abound? We are saved by grace, as he has 
been explaining in Romans 5, but our baptism 
signifies a dying to sin. We are buried with 
him by baptism into death: that like as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the 
Father, even so we should walk in newness of 
life. Evidently he is referring to the work of 
the Holy Spirit, not to any mode of water 
baptism. Water can only symbolize what is 
done in the heart. It takes the power of God’s 
Spirit to cleanse the heart, to make us die unto 
sin and live unto Christ. Only the Spirit of 
God can free us from sin and make us alive 
in Christ Jesus. 


In our lesson today we take up the baptism 
of the multitudes by John the Baptist, and then 
the Baptism of Jesus. 


I. John’s Baptism of the Multitudes: Matthew 
3:1-12. 


John the Baptist is one of the most unique 
characters of the Bible. He reminds us of Elijah 
the stern and faithful prophet of the Old Testa- 
ment. We think of Elijah and John, of Elisha 
and Jesus. It is interesting to compare and see 
the similarities of these. Elijah is like John, 
and Elisha like Jesus. His birth is given us in 
detail by Luke. He was six months older than 
Jesus and a cousin of our Saviour. 


His message was a message of Repentance: 
Repent ye; for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. Repentance means a change of mind 
and also a change of life. Let us see some of 
the parts of genuine repentance. There must 
be first, according to the splendid definition 
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Water cannot wash the soul, only the regenerating 
Water cannot give life; only the Holy Spirit can regenerate the soul. 





of “Repentance unto life” in our catechism, if 
it is to be a “saving grace,” a “true sense of 
his sin.” I believe David got a true sense of 
his terrible sin when Nathan told him the story 
of the rich and poor man and the ewe lamb, 
and said, Thou art the man. He saw sin as 
it is related to God. There can be no genuine 
repentance until we do see the heinous char- 
acter of sin. Then we see the mercy of God 
in Christ. David cries out, Have mercy upon 
me, O God. If we had no hope in God’s mercy 
then there would be only remorse and deep 
despair: we would go out and hang ourselves 
instead of going out and weeping bitterly. Both 
Judas and Peter saw their sin, but the reaction 
was different. There must be a mingling of 
grief and hatred; it is not enough just to let 
the tears flow, we must hate the wicked deed 
we have done. J feel sure that here is where 
many fall down. Do we hate the evil and love 
the good: Ye that love the Lord, hate evil. 
Next there must be a turning from sin. We 
have been going in the wrong direction; we 
must right about face, and go in the other. 
“I will arise and go to my Father,” said the 
Prodigal Son, when he came to himself: He 
had turned his back on his home and his father, 
now he must turn his face toward home. Lastly, 
there must be full purpose of, and endeavor 
after, new obedience. John calls this bringing 
forth fruit worthy of repentance. We have been 
disobedient children, now we must obey. We 
must change our way of living and be new 
creatures in Christ Jesus. 


Some of those who came to John were evi- 
dently not truly repentant. Many ct the Phari- 
sees and Sadducees came. John uses some stern 
words. He calls them a generation of vipers. 
Jesus had to use similar terms in rebuking these 
proud leaders of the Jews. They were not truls 
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sorry for their sins. They felt that because they 
were children of Abraham they were safe, and 
really needed no repentance. It was all right 
for publicans and sinners to repent, but they, 
the leaders of their people, needed nothing of 
this kind. ‘Two women, coming out of a big 
church, were heard to say, indignantly, “Why, 
he actually called us sinners!” So, there are 
many today who would not like the plain and 
stern preaching of John the Baptist; they would 
prefer to be flattered and petted. 


Some people today complain that many of 
those converted at meetings like Dr. Billy 
Graham conducts, do not “hold out.” I wonder 
what percentage of those who came to hear 
John the Baptist, held out. He seemed to doubt 
the sincerity of at least a portion of his audi- 
ence. He told them that a time for judgment 
had come. He was baptizing with water but 
the One who was coming would baptize with 
the Hely Ghost and with fire, whose fan is 
in his hand, and he will thoroughly purge his 
floor, and gather his wheat into the garner; 
but he will burn up the chaff with unquench- 
able fire. 


John calls himself a voice in the wilderness. 
He assumed an attitude of true humility. He 
exalts Christ and says that he, John, is not 
worthy to unloose His sandals. Later on he 
says, He must increase; I must decrease. Jesus 
said of John that of those born of women none 
was greater. Let us notice some of the marks 
of greatness in this last of Old Testament proph- 
ets, the man who prepared the way for the 
Saviour. We have already given one of these 
marks, Humility. What a mark of a great man 
and a great preacher! It is not easy to keep our 
humility. Pride comes in to spoil the picture 
and God cannot use a proud man: He resists 
the proud. He preached a Great Message. He 
preached repentance and urged the people to 
turn away from their sins. He preached Christ, 
and pointed Him out to his disciples as the 
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world. John came of a priestly family and he 
called Jesus, the Lamb of God. John, in his 
Gospel tells us of this in the first chapter of 
his Gospel. The disciples of Jesus were first 
the disciples of John and John pointed Jesus 
out to them. 


John also had a clear message concerning 
the Holy Spirit. The baptism of Jesus with 
the Holy Spirit was to be far superior to his 
baptism with water. This baptism was to be 
accompanied by fire. At Pentecost we see the 
fulfillment of this prophecy of John. 


John also speaks of Judgment. Christ is to 
purge His floor and gather the wheat into the 
garner but burn up the chaff with fire. He 
looked beyond this first coming to the second 
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coming to judge the world. Altogether John had 
a complete message for the people: Repentance, 
salvation through the Lamb of God, the baptism 
with the Holy Spirit, and the final judgment. 


Il. The Baptism of Jesus: 
Matthew 3:13-17; Luke 3:15-22. 





Jesus came from Galilee to Jordan to be bap- 
tized of John. John would have hindered Him 
saying, I have need to be baptized of Thee, and 
comest Thou to me? Jesus answering said, suffer 
it to be so now, for so it becometh us to fulfill 
all righteousness. Why did Jesus submit to 
this water baptism which stood for repentance? 
He had no sin to repent of. He was of a dif- 
ferent type from the crowds of people who came 
to hear John preach and to be baptized of Him. 


There are several things to remember. When 
Jesus, the Son of God, became man, He placed 
Himself in the same category with sinners. He 
was made sin for us who knew no sin. When 
He emptied Himself He humiliated Himself. 
Let us see just how this humiliation touched 
Him. Let us turn again to our catechism, both 
Larger and Shorter, and see some of the things 
in which His Humiliation consisted. Paul tells 
us about it, too, in Philippians 2:6-8 “Who, 
being in the form of God, thought it not rob- 
bery to be equal with God, but made himself 
of no reputation (emptied himself) and took 
upon him the form of a servant, and was made 
in the likeness of men, and being found in 
fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death 
of the cross.” On the road to Calvary, one of 
the first steps was to submit as an ordinary 
sinner to baptism of repentance. He took our 
place as He stood in the brink of Jordan and 
John sprinkled water upon His head. This was 
part of His Humiliation. Now, let us turn to 
our catechism. 


Questions 46 to 50 in the Larger Catechism 
discuss this matter of Christ’s humiliation rather 
fully. I will only quote some of these answers. 
His humiliation was that low condition, wherein 
He, tor our sakes, emptying Himself of His glory, 
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took upon him the form of a servant, in His 
conception and birth, life, death, and after His 
death until his resurrection. In other words, 
when He became a man, He became one of us, 
and went all the way. One of the first stopping 
points was Jordan, where, like one of us He 
submitted to the ordinance of baptism. We 
need repentance, and He was taking our place 
as a man. His birth had been a lowly birth, 
with the manger for a cradle. He subjected 
Himself to all the requirements of the Jewish 
law, was tempted as we shall see and lived the 
life of a lowly peasant. His death was a most 
humiliating experience for it was accompanied 
with many marks of injustice, mockery, and 
indignities heaped upon Him. His death was 
the shameful death, as well as the painful death 
of the cross. His baptism was a part of His 
making Himself one of us; part of His humilia- 
tion. He had no sin, and yet He stood along 


with other sinners and submitted to John’s bap- 
tism. 





As Jesus came from the water the heavens 
were opened unto Him, and He saw the Spirit 
of God descending like a dove, and lighting 
upon Him. And lo, a voice from heaven saying, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. God honors the Son in this hour of 
humiliation. We have proof of the Trinity very 
evident in this scene. All three persons of the 
Godhead are present; the Son is baptized; the 
Holy Spirit comes upon Him; and the Father 
speaks from heaven. 

Luke tells us that all men mused of John 
in their hearts, whether he were the Christ or 
not and John had to tell them again that one 
mightier than I cometh, the latchet of whose 
shoes I am not worthy to unloose; He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire. 
John was a great man and his testimony to 
Jesus was always just as it should have been. 
He is soon shut up in prison by Herod and later 
beheaded. He had fulfilled his work and passed 
on to a glorious reward. All honor to John. 
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YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 19 


So That Ears 


Scripture: John 15:1-17 

Hymns: 
“O For A Thousand Tongues To Sing” 
“O Zion, Haste! Thy Mission High Fulfilling” 
“Christ For The World We Sing” 


Note to Program Leader: 

(This program presents our financial objec- 
tive in the area of Church Extension for 1958. 
You may be receiving a special offering, or you 
may already have set aside an amount for this 
project in your budget. In either case, be sure 
that the money is clearly marked “For the 
Salary of a Chinese Worker in New Orleans to 
be sent via the Board of Church Extension,” 
then give it to your church treasurer.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

The Rev. Dalton Castleman had wanted for 
many years to go as a missionary to China, but 
the way never opened for him to do so. You 
can imagine, then, that it was a very happy 
day when in 1952 he became the first pastor 
of the Chinese Presbyterian Mission in New 
Orleans. He has said that the Lord did not 
allow him to go to China, but that instead He 
brought a part of China to him. 

We said that Mr. Castleman was the first 
pastor of the Mission, but that does not mean 
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By THE REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


May Hear 


that it is a new work. It was begun in 1882, 
largely through the efforts and interest of a 
Miss Lena Saunders. For the next seventy years 
the mission was to be directed by saintly women. 
Miss Saunders served from 1882 to 1896; from 
1896 to 1910 Mrs. E. P. Radford was director; 
from 1910 to 1928 Miss Anna Creevy was in 
charge of the work; and in 1928 Miss Lois Gar- 
rison became Director and served until Mr. 
Castleman was called as pastor and director in 
1952. On February 12, 1957, the seventy-fifth 
anniversary of the mission was celebrated, and 
on the following day a commission of New Or- 
leans Presbytery organized the mission as a 
church with its own session and board of dea- 
cons. 


Our speakers will picture for us the situation 
in which the Chinese church serves, the work 
that is already being done, and the needs and 
hopes for the future. 


First Speaker: 

The Chinese community in New Orleans 
numbers about four hundred persons. When 
we say “community,” we do not mean that these 
people live in one restricted area. They live 
in homes scattered all over the city, and the 
church is located as centrally as possible. Most 
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of these families receive their income from the 
laundry and cleaning business, although some 
are in the restaurant business, and still others 
are professional people. The Chinese have 
shown themselves to be loyal, hard-working citi- 
zens, and their young people have proved them- 
selves to be excellent students and able leaders 
in their schools. 


The original idea of the mission was that 
Chinese Christians should be received into the 
existing churches of New Orleans as they were 
converted. However, only 10° of the Chinese 
people in the United States are Christians, so 
it appeared that a racial church would serve 
better to reach other Chinese for Christ. The 
wisdom of this idea has been proved in New 


Orleans where 30% of the Chinese citizens are 
now Christians. 


Second Speaker: 


What does the Chinese church do? Is it just 
like our church, or does it differ in some ways? 
It is like our churches in that it has Sunday 
services, Sunday school, Youth Fellowship, etc. 
In many respects its program is like that of 
any other church. Because it is a racial church 
its ministry in other respects is very specialized. 
Mr. Castleman and his assistant seek to minister 
to the sailors on Chinese ships which come into 
the port of New Orleans. An effort is also made 
to reach Chinese students who study from time 
to time in the colleges and universities of 
Louisiana. A school for Chinese children is 
maintained in the church in which they are 
taught the Chinese language so that they will 
not lose touch with the culture and traditions 
of China. Citizenship classes are conducted in 
the church for recent arrivals who are anxious 
to learn more about their adopted country and 
to become full citizens of it. This service is 
especially beneficial to war brides . . . in many 
cases American Chinese soldiers who fought in 
the American Army went back to China to 
find their wives. 

When we add these extra services to the 
normal program of a church, we see how full 


and how useful is the program of the Chinese 
Church in New Orleans. 


Third Speaker: 

One of the greatest needs of the Chinese 
Church today is for the services of a Chinese 
Christian lady who can speak the Cantonese 
dialect spoken in south China. Such a lady has 
been found, and is on her way from Hong 
Kong to join in the work in New Orleans. Her 
duty will be to contact the women of the com- 
munity, especially the war brides and young 
mothers. Many of these young women have 
great difficulty in communicating with English 
speaking people and even with Chinese persons 
who speak a different dialect. The new worker 
will be able to speak “so that ears may hear” 
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the Good News about Jesus Christ. It is most 
important that the allegiance of the wives and 
mothers be won to Christ so that the Chinese 
families can be truly Christ-centered. 


We are surely interested in what is being 
done among the Chinese in New Orleans, and 
we see the importance of it, but what can we 
do about it? We, as the young people of the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S., are being asked to 
help pay the salary of the lady who is coming 
from Hong Kong for the next two years. We 
are actually giving “so that ears may hear” of 
Jesus Christ. “Faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God.” As we give, let 
us be praying that the Lord will bless the labors 
of Mr. Castleman, of his present assistant, and 
of this new worker who will join their staff. 


(It would be very appropriate to close the 
meeting with sentence prayers.) 





Say, Teenagers! 
By Wade C. Smith 


Teenagers, this is one of the many interesting 
stories that came out of the Second World War. 
A young American private who had been cited 
for bravery in an unusually daring act, under 
machine gun fire, was called before the Major- 
General in command, and in the presence of 
his staff and the entire regiment, decorated with 
the Croix de Guerre. At that moment he was 
exalted in the eyes of every witness, rank and 
file. He had won the highest distinction the 
French Government could confer in a decora- 
tion. 


But this boy’s friends in the barracks were 
surprised that he seemed to show but small 
appreciation for his Croix de Guerre. It was 
rather strange that he hid it away in his kit 
and failed to wear it even on dress occasions. 
When his buddy asked him about it, this is 
what he said: “I shall not wear it until I go 
back home where my mother and sisters are, 
and lift from their hands some of the plain 
drudgeries that have made their lives monoto- 
nous and hard. I lost all enjoyment in the decora- 
tion ceremony that day, when in the midst of 
it there flashed into my mind a vision of myself 
at home. I saw my poor old mother bent over 
the washtub, her back wearied with toil; I saw 
my sisters lifting pots and sticks of wood and 
skillets, cooking in an overheated kitchen and 
loaded down with household cares. 


“Then I saw myself simply loafing around, 
all dressed up in the clothes my mother had 
washed, in the shirt she had ironed out smooth 
late at night while I frolicked with my boy and 
girl friends. I saw myself sitting down to the 
meals my sisters had cooked, the only time I 
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had to give my society to the home-folks, meal- 
time, and never turning a hand nor a penny 
for their enjoyment. I don’t know what the 
General said when he pinned that badge on, 
but I know my heart was saying, ‘You’re a 
cheap skate, at that,’ and I couldn’t wait to 
get back to the barracks to tear the thing off, 
for it didn’t belong there. No, Bo, that badge 
stays hid in my kit till I go back home and 
pull up the other end of this honor business. 
It takes a real guy for the stints as well as for 
the stunts.” 


Now Teenagers, the “hero” was cutting a 
wisdom tooth when he got that vision of him- 
self. He was getting a sense of true values. Our 
Lord told his disciples when they were itching 
for glory, “Whosoever will be great among you, 
let him be your minister; whosoever will be 
chief among you, let him be your servant” 
(Matt. 20:26 27) . On another occasion He said, 
“The servant is not greater than his Lord” 
when He taught them a great lesson in humility 
by washing their feet with His own hands. 


How are you standing the test of life’s com- 
monplace things? Are you willing to do a little, 
inconspicuous task and get your satisfaction 
out of the fact that it is your duty? How are 
you treating the folks at home? Are you recog- 
nizing the sacrifices that are being made for 
you there by your parents? Are you as courteous 
to your sisters and as thoughtful of their pleas- 
ure as you are to other girls? 


Our Lord has taught us plainly that there 
is a bottom side as well as a top side to true 
glory. “And being found in fashion as a man, 
He humbled Himself and became obedient unto 
death, even the death of the cross. Wherefore 
God also hath highly exalted Him, and given 
Him a name that is above every name; that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things 
under the earth; and that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory 
of God the Father” (Phil. 2:8-11). 


Authors Wanted By N. Y. Publisher 


New York, N. Y. — One of the nation’s largest book pub- 
lishers is seeking book-length manuscripts of all types—fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry. Special attention to new writers. For more 
information, send for booklet JS—i#’s free. Vantage Press, 
120 W. 31 St., New York 1. (Branches in: Washington, D. C., 
Chicago, Hollywood, Calif.) 
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A challenge ... a hand to guide ... 


Christian Home away from Home 


PRESBYTERIAN COLLEGE 
Marshall W. Brown, President — Clinton, S. C. 








Permanent 
Spare Time Job 


| 

| 

Man wanted for your community for pleasant work | 

that will increase in earnings year after year. Your | 
time the only investment. Earnings equal or better than 

your present job for the time spent in this work. The | 
requirements—to be a respectable citizen, church member, 

a friendly disposition, capable of meeting people, a | 
permanent address, car and someone at home to answer 

the telephone. | 

We have men in management positions, part time sales- | 
men, postal clerks, firemen, college students, retired 

ministers, etc. | 

| 

| 

| 

| 

| 


Many use the money for special projects—to buy a home, 
educate children, etc. 


Write for further information giving facts about your- 
self, present work, former work and the amount of time 
you can devote to this work. 


G. S. Smith 
309 Davidson Road 
Nashville (9), Tennessee 





THE JEW 
STILL CRIES 


“How long?” 


In America the need of the Jew is spiritual 
— and it is a deep need. 


In other parts of the world persecution 
and discrimination still cause that anguished 
cry, “O Lord, how long, how long?” 

As your prayers and partnership enable 
us, we seek to render spiritual and material 
aid to these suffering ones, and to present 
Christ their Messiah to multitudes of Jews 
throughout the world. 

Keep in touch with the plight and progress 
of world Jewry through our quarterly maga- 
zine, THE EVERLASTING NATION. Till further 
notice, we are offering FREE with each sub- 
scription ($1.00 per year) two short, fascinat- 
ing books, “The Jew and Jesus Christ” and 
“The Jewish Passover’. 








Make sure of your 
copies by subscribing today. 











Jacob Gartenhaus, D.D., Litt.D., President 
Or. Robert G. Lee, Ph.D., Chairman, Advisory Council 
(Past President, Southern Baptist Convention) 


INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF JEWISH MISSIONS, INC 
Box 1256, Atlanta 1, Ga. 





ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 
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Bible Study for 
Circle Bible Leaders on “The 
Church in the New Testament” 


Prepared by Morton H. Smith, Professor of Bible, 
Belhaven College, Jackson, Mississippi 


LESSON 11: A HOPE-FILLED CHURCH 


THE LESSON IN OUTLINE 


Introduction 
I. The Ground of the Christian Hope 


A. God Himself — Gen 15:1; Heb. 11:10; 
I Cor. 3:11. 


B. Work of Christ, in particular, the Resur- 
rection — J Cor. 15; Luke 24:39-43. 


II. The Content of the Christian Hope 


B. Eternal Life — John 11:25-26; John 3:16; 
Titus 3:4-7: II Cor. 5:1-10. 


B. Resurrection — I Thes. 4:13-17; I Cor. 
50-58. 


Introduction 


In this day of trouble and distress across the 
world, it is a wonderful thing to find one in- 
stitution on earth in which there is a true and 
lasting hope. This institution is the Church 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. If there is a single 
attitude that characterizes the New Testament 
Church it is hope. As we study the hope of 
the early Church, let us examine our own hearts 
and minds to see if they are filled with the 
same true hope that characterized the New Tes- 
tament period. 


I. The Ground of the Christian Hope 


A. God Himself — Gen 15:1; Heb. 11:10; 
I Cor. 3:11. 


That the New Testament Christians were 
filled with hope is scarcely to be questioned, 
but it is proper for us to ask, Upon what ground 
did they hope? Most people have hopes of one 
sort or another. “Hope springs eternal” in the 
human heart. The question that must always 
be asked is whether there is a firm ground for 
our hopes or not. Upon what does the Christian 
hope rest? 


The Christian hope rests upon a sure founda- 
tion. It rests upon the Person and work of 
Jesus Christ. The Apostle Paul points us to 
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Him as the ultimate foundation: “For other 
foundation can no man lay than that which 
is laid, which is Christ Jesus” (I Cor. 3:11). 


To rest our hope upon Jesus Christ is to 
rest upon the only sure and solid ground, for 
in Him we rest upon God Himself. It is inter- 
esting to see that the teaching that God is our 
ultimate hope is found not only in the New 
‘Testament but also in the Old. In Genesis 15:1 
God promises to Abram that He Himself is 
Abram’s “exceeding great reward.” In Hebrews 
11, where the faith and hope of the Old Testa- 
ment saints is treated, it is indicated that ulti- 
mately they rested upon God alone. “For he 
(Abraham) looked for a city which hath foun- 
dations, whose builder and maker is God” (Heb. 
11:10). Notice that the hope of Abraham rested 
not so much in the city of God, but rather it 
rested upon God, the Builder and Maker of 
that city. To rely upon God is to place our 
hopes upon the only solid and sure foundation. 
He alone is eternal and unchangeable. All else 
is subject to change, and to trust in them is to 
court disappointment. 


B. The Work of Christ, in particular, The 
Resurrection — I Cor. 15; Luke 24:39-43. 


God has assured us in our hopes, even in spite 
of our sinfulness, by providing in Jesus Christ, 
His Only Son, a Saviour. The work of Christ 
as a Saviour gives us a tangible ground for our 
hope. For His work was something done, not 
in secret, or out of this world, but it was done 
openly and in our time and history. The hope 
of the Christian Church, therefore, does not rest 
upon the dreams or philosophies of men. It 
does not rest upon the abstract and uncertain 
realm of ideas. It does not rest upon the sub- 
jective thoughts or feelings of mankind. No, 
it rests upon objective facts of history. It rests 
upon that which could be seen and observed and 
recorded. The Christian faith and hope then 
does not depend upon a myth that man has 
devised, but rather it is founded upon the fact 
that God has dealt with and for man in time 
and in history. 


The Apostles themselves saw and experienced 
the facts that were to become the basis of their 
message. They knew for a certainty that their 
Master had gone to the Cross of Calvary, and 
that He had died there. They seem very nearly 
to have lost all hope until they were confronted 
by the Risen and Living Christ. Through their 
fears and doubts we have received the record 
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of how Jesus came and demonstrated on several 
occasions the fact of His resurrection. He ap- 
peared to them at least ten times, and perhaps 
more. He invited them to handle Him (Luke 
24:39-40; John 20:27). He ate with them (Luke 
24:41-43). He affirmed to them that He had 
risen in the flesh. “See my hands and my feet, 
that it is I myself: handle me, and see; for a 
spirit hath not flesh and bones as ye behold 
me having” (Luke 24:39). 


It was this knowledge that their Lord had 
risen from the dead that renewed hope in the 
hearts of the disciples. They, who had been 
defeated and dejected, their hopes dashed by 
His death, were renewed to a new and sure hope, 
which could never again be quenched. It was 
because of His complete victory over sin, death 
and Satan, that they became filled with a living 
hope that could never die. It was this hope 
which spurred them forth into the world to 
share their good news. 


Thus we see that the ground of the Christian 
hope is the solid foundation of the historical 
fact of the Resurrection of Christ, which in 
turn was a demonstration of the love of God 
for sinners. Thus ultimately our hope rests upon 
God Himself. The question that we each should 
ask ourselves is whether we know the Lord Jesus 
as our own Lord and Saviour. Do we trust in 
Him and in His work at Calvary. If so, then 
we may have a sure hope of life eternal. (See 
Romans 10:9-10 and also I Cor. 15. 


II. The Content of the Christian Hope 


A. Eternal Life - John 11:25-26; 3:16; Titus 
3:4-7; II Cor. 5:1-10. 


Having seen that the Christian hope rests 
upon the sure foundation of Christ and His 
work, we now come to the question of just what 
is included in this hope. First of all, for the 
individual there is the assurance of the forgive- 
ness of sins, and therefore of eternal life. Even 
if we must pass through physical death, the 
Christian knows that beyond lies a never-ending 
life with His Lord. 


Jesus gave this assurance to Martha at the 
time of Lazarus’ death. “I am the resurrection 
and the life: he that believeth in me, though 
he die, yet shall he live, and whosoever liveth 
and believeth on me shall never die” (John 
11:25-26). It should be noted that Christ 
identifies Himself as the very source of resur- 
rection and life. He then, as we have already 
seen, is the ground of our hope. Further notice 
that the hope set forth includes the two elements 
basic to the Christian expectation. It includes 
not only eternal life, but also the resurrection. 
As we examine the text more closely, it will be 
seen that the hope belongs to all who rest in 
faith upon Christ. He speaks of those who be- 
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Choice Christian Books 
for Your Library 


The Self-Disclosure of Jesus $4.00 
by Geerhardus Vos 

This volume by the late Geerhardus Vos of 
Princeton Seminary is what many theologians 
consider to be Dr. Vos’ most important work. 
The question in the modern debate concern- 
ing whether Jesus claimed and believed him- 
self to be the Messiah, is here in the mind of 
Christ Himself. 

9 


The Humiliation of Christ _..____ $3.50 
by A. B. Bruce 
A Classic in Christology 

Spoken of as having “won for himself the 
foremost place among Christian apologists” 
in the nineteenth century, A. B. Bruce 
crowned his New Testament studies with this 
brilliantly impressive study of a subject which 
he especially was equipped to write. 


The Secret of Pulpit Power __.. $3.00 
(Through Thematic Christian Preaching) 
by Simon Blocker 


Here is a fresh, new book both the sub- 
stance and techniques of successful thematic 
Christian preaching. 


ra 
God and the Cosmos $3.50 


by Theodore Gracbner __ 
A Critical Examination of Atheism, Ma- 
terialism and Evolutionism. 


“The most up to date, thorough, compre- 
hensive, systematic book on Apologetics that 
we have had the pleasure of reading.” 

—Lutheran Herald 
* 
The Basis of Millennial Faith $2.00 
by Floyd E. Hamilton 


Whatever your millennial view, The Basis 
of Millennial Faith will be a stimulant to 
your thinking on the subject. 


The Teaching of the Epistle 
I $2.00 
by Geerhardus Vos 


This volume contains Dr. Vos’ classroom 
lectures on the teaching of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews, edited and rewritten by the 
Reverend Johannes G. Vos, son of the author. 
It is especially valuable for its Scriptural 
illumination of such recent subjects as 
Christology and Eschatology. 


Any Three of the Above Separate Titles 
Sent Postpaid to One Address $5.00 


Act Quickly and Give Second Choice 
as Supply Is Limited 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL 
WEAVERVILLLE, N. C. 
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lieve as becoming the very possessors of life, 
which they shall never lose. Physical death is 
not even an interruption of this life. Rather it 
is a life that is eternal and cannot be broken, 
for it comes from Jesus Christ the source of all 
life. 


That the hope of eternal life was prominent 
in the thinking of the New Testament Chris- 
tians is seen in the frequent references to it. 
John 3:16 presents it as the hope of believers, 
and implies that it was for this purpose that 
Jesus came into the world. So also with such 
passages as Titus 3:4-7 where a summation of 
the Gospel is given. Paul presents the hope of 
believers as eternal life, “that being justified 
by His grace, we might be made heirs according 
to the hope of eternal life” (vs. 7). 


B. Resurrection - II Cor. 5:1-10; I Thes. 
4:13-17; I Cor. 15:50-58. 

Not only do we have the general hope of 
eternal life, but the Christian knows from the 
Word something of the nature of that life which 
lies ahead. First, he knows that though death 
may bring a separation of body and soul, it 
does not separate him from God. Paul states 
the case very clearly in II Cor. 5:1-10. He indi- 
cates that it is the natural desire for man to 
continue in this life, and yet he need have no 
fear of death. For at death the souls of believers 
do immediately pass into glory to dwell with 
the Lord. Thus the Christian may anticipate 
death with a joyful expectation. “We are of 
good courage, I say, and are willing rather to 
be absent from the body, and to be present 
with the Lord” (II Cor. 5:8). Also in Phil. 
1:21-24 he expresses a similar expectation. “For 
to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain... 





I am in a strait betwixt the two having a 
desire to depart and be with Christ for it is 
far better: yet to abide in the flesh is more need- 
ful for your sake.” 


It is the hope of the Christians that at the 
coming of Christ their bodies shall be resurrect- 
ed and they shall be reunited with their souls, 
and then that they shall dwell forever with 
the Lord Himself. John hints at this in I John 
3:2, “Beloved, now are we the children of God, 
and it is not made manifest what we shall be. 
We know that, if He shall be manifested, we 
shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He 
is.” Paul in I Thess. 4:13-17 teaches explicitly 
that the bodies of those who have died in Christ 
shall be resurrected and that the whole Church 
universal, both living and dead, shall then rise 
up to meet the Lord in the air, and remain 
ever with Him. He further teaches in I Cor. 
15:50-58 that this shall involve a putting on 
of immortality, a change that He shall work 
instantaneously in our bodies. This then will 
usher in the final state of glory, in which the 
Church universal shall be gathered around the 
throne of the Lord forever and ever. When 
we see the glory that lies before us, how this 
ought to encourage us in all holy living for our 
Lord, who has prepared these unsearchable 
blessings for us. May He enable each of us to 
live as becometh men with such glorious ex- 
pectations. 





ORDER YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 
THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, N. C. 








A PREMIER OF 
NIGERIA ENDORSES 


PTL CAMPAIGN 





Premier Obafemi Awolowo, Premier of the Western Region of Nigeria, enthusiastically 
backs the PTL campaign of scripture distribution and evangelization with these wordss 
I would like to assure you of my wholehearted 
GE support and of the support of all the Christians in 9D 
Nigeria, .. . Thank you for the Pocket Testament. 

We need two million gospels for the Nigerian Campaign. Pray for the preach-, 
Ing and distributing of the Word of God in the five languages of Nigeria’ 


beta The locket, Testament, League - Papmetan 
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NEWS 





CHURCHE ES 








Churches Rush Aid to Victims of 
New Floods in Far East 


New York, N. Y., September 18—Large supplies 
of clothing, food and medicines contributed by 
American Protestants—bulwarked by $30,000 in 
emergency relief funds—have been rushed into 
two new Far East disaster areas where torrential 
rains and resulting floods have swept away homes 
and belongings of more than 60,000 persons. 





ARKANSAS 


As Arkansas College began its 87th year, Dr. 
Thomas B. Gallaher, minister of the First Presby- 
terian Church of Fort Smith, delivered the Con- 
vocation sermon. 


Mr. Shuford R. Nichols of Des Arc, Chairman 
of the 1957-58 Arkansas College Progress Fund, 
announced that the fund totaled $96,535—exceed- 
ing its goal. 


Dr. John P. Morrow, Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees, announced the establishment of the 
Williams Fellowship for graduate study in honor 
of Dr. Sam W. Williams, Professor of Mathematics 
at A. C. since 1924. 


Enrollment for the fall term shows a 20 per 
cent increase. 





GEORGIA 


Cherokee Presbytery held its 1958 Stated Fall 
Meeting at the Parkview Presbyterian Church, 
Marietta, Ga., on Tuesday, September 16, 1958. 
The Rev. S. W. Dendy, D.D., pastor of the First 
Presbyterian Church, Dalton, served as Moderator, 
and the Rev. Leroy P. Gwaltney, pastor of the 
Trion Presbyterian Church, served as Permanent 
Clerk. 


The Rev. Byron Milton, a member of Piedmont 
Presbytery, South Carolina, was received as a mem- 
ber of Cherokee Presbytery and a commission ap- 
pointed by Presbytery to install him as pastor 
of the Acworth Presbyterian Church, September 
28th, at 7:30 P. M. 


A petition to organize a new church in Cherokee 
County was presented by Darrell Brock, Principal 
of the Freehome School, to be known as the 
Trinity Presbyterian Church. Presbytery appointed 
a commission to organize this church on Sunday, 
November 2nd, at 4:00 P. M. in the new building 
now under construction. Dr. James Carr, secretary 
of the Town and Country Church Dept., of the 
Board of Church Extension has been invited to 
preach the sermon on this occasion. 


The Rev. Charles L. Moffatt, pastor of the First 
Presbyterian church, Cedartown, and Chairman of 
Presbytery’s Council, presented the largest budget- 
ed benevolent goal in the history of Cherokee Pres- 
bytery amounting to $152,000. The development 
of the camp property at Lake Allatoona, has been 
included in the 1959 budget. 


Mr. Warren Jackson, a ruling elder in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Cartersville, Ga., was nomi- 
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nated to serve as Moderator at the Stated Winter 
Meeting of Cherokee Presbytery, to be held Jan- 
uary 20, 1959, at the First Presbyterian Church, 
Dalton, Ga. 


Robert C. Pooley, Jr., Stated Clerk 


LOUISIANA 


Presbytery of Red River, Alabama Presbyterian 
Church, Choudrant — Meeting moderated by Rev. 
Thos. C. Duncan. Ordained Ministers received, ex- 
amined, enrolled: Rev. W. A. Benfield from Louis- 
ville Presbytery to Ist Church, Shreveport. Rev. 
Kenneth W. Book from Hanover Presbytery to 
Tallulah Church. 

Candidates received, examined, licensed for 
Ordination: Mr. Jack K. Bennett from Brazos 
Presbytery to lst Church, Homer, La. Mr. David 
A. Laverty from Southwest Presbytery to Belcher 
& Dixie Church. Mr. Chas. L. Stanford from Merid- 
ian Presbytery to Vidalia Church. Mr. F. H. Mitchell 
of Red River Presbytery to Asst. 1st Church, 
Shrevesport. Commissions to Ordain and/Install 
these men were appointed by Presbytery. _Instal- 
lation report for Rev. Sammy R. Shrum at Trinity 
Church, Jonesville, was admitted to record. 
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Called Meeting Presbytery of Red River, First 
Presbyterian Church, Shreveport. Elder John A. 
Richardson moderated the meeting. 


Pastoral Relationship of Rev. James W. Ander- 
son and Benton and Rocky Mount Churches dis- 
solved. Letter of Transfer and commendation was 
authorized to Orange Presbytery. 


215th Stated Meeting Presbytery of Red River, 
Broadmoor Presbyterian Church, Shreveport. 


Rev. Thos. C. Duncan, Moderator, preached the 


sermon: “Life’s great acceptances’ frem Romans 
10:8-13. 


Rev. W. A. Benfield and Rev. Robert G. McGehee 
presided at the Lord’s Table assisted by Elders 
representing the Churches. 


Elder Fred S. Hamilton of Alabama Presbyterian 
Church was elected Moderator. Rev. Kenneth W. 
Book was elected Temporary Clerk. 


Special Committee was appointed to bring rec- 
ommendation concerning “United” or “Federated” 
Churches at this meeting. Rev. Wayne W. Gray, Ch. 


Newly ordained Ministers enrolled as Presbyters: 
Rev. Jack K. Bennett, Rev. David A. Laverty, 
Rev. Chas. L. Stanford, Rev. F. H. Mitchell. Clerk 
presented Individual Communion set to each new 
Minister from Presbytery. Reports of Commissions 
to Ordain and/or Install new men admitted to 
record. Commissions discharged and commended. 


Presbytery’s Council Report, presented by Rev. 
Thos. C. Duncan. 


1. 1959 Benevolent Budget of $195,962 adopted 
to be divided as follows: Assembly’s Causes 55.5%, 
$108,769; Synod’s Causes 25.8%, $50,407; Pres- 
bytery’s Causes 18.7%, $36,786. 


2. Presbytery Tax for 1959, 38.2c per capita. 


3. Presbytery approved a Three Year Plan for 
Church Extension to raise $50,000 per year for 
work within Presbytery. 


4. Presbytery approved an Every Church Can- 
vass to implement this plan before each Church’s 
officers. 


5. Standing Rules Article 11 Amended electing 
Permanent Clerk of Presbytery to assist Stated 
Clerk, duties outlined. Outlining duties of Central 
Treasurer of Presbytery. 


6. Recommend use of Plan Book prepared by 
General Council for use by Pastors. 


Moderator appointed Standing Committees Jud. 
& Higher Jud. & Resolution. 


Candidate received, examined, licensed for Or- 
dination: Mr. Finley Campbell Patton of Lexing- 
ton Presbytery to Winnsboro Church. 


Ordained Minister received, examined, enrolled: 
Rev. Lannie Parnell from Central Texas Presbytery 
to Trinity Church, Shreveport. 


Pastoral Relationship of Rev. Wm. E. Clark and 
Lake Providence Church dissolved. 


Rev. Wm. E. Clark accepts call of Springhill 
Church, Springhill, La. Commissions to Ordain 
and/install these men were requested and ap- 
pointed by Presbytery. 


Ad-Interim & Special Committee Reports 


Vote on Revision of Book of Church Order with 
exception of Chapter 20. For: 50. Against: 3. 
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Vote on Marriage - Divorce - Remarriage Amend- 
ments to BOCO & Confession of Faith: For: 48. 
Against: 11. 


Vote on “United” or “Federated” Churches 
Amendment to BOCO: For: 51. Against: 0. 


Church Extension Report: Rev. Earl B. Wiggins, 
Chairman. 


Urges cooperation of all Churches in 1958 
Church Extension season in October, over and 
above Budget giving. Special Extension Offering 
to be taken and divided 20% to Assembly Work, 
80% for Presbytery work. Special Offering to 
be sent to J. H. Nelson, Treasurer, Box 586, Min- 
den, La. Presbytery voted to adjust Home Mission 
Budget $1200, if necessary to supplement Benton 
Church. Presbytery approved Home Mission Com- 
mittee request for Grant In Aid from General 
Assembly of $10,000 for use in establishment of 
a new work in the College Area of Monroe. 


Presbytery approved a Three year plan for 
Church Extension as follows: 59, ’60, ’61. 


1. Fund shall be established in the Office of 
Central Treasurer known as “Red River Presbytery 
Church & Manse Fund.” 


2. Money in the fund shall be disbursed by 
Central Treasurer of Presbytery on approval and 
authority of Home Missions Committee. 


3. Membership of the Churches be challenged 
to give at the rate of at least $5 per member 
annually. (Over and above Benevolence.) 


4. That individual Churches support Fund and 
promote it either with Special Offerings or in 
the Annual Budget in order to conform to the 
policy of the local Church. 


5. Presbytery’s Council recommends to Presby- 
tery that the regular “Church Extension Sunday” 
be designated as the day for a “Special Offering” 
for the Fund, in Churches which do not provide 
for the Fund in their Annual Budgets. 


6. Special Committee of ten laymen who were 
to promote “Extension Season in Presbytery in 
1958” continue for the three years of this Plan, 
cooperating with Sessions and Diaconates in solicit- 
ing larger gifts. Members of this Committee: Mr. 
Moreland Meadors, Convener, Homer, La., A. T. 
Hunt, Ruston, La., L. T. O’Neal, Delhi, La., Dr. 
L. W. Gorton, Shreveport, Mrs. S. L. Ware, Shreve- 
port, Mr. S. B. Hicks, Shreveport, Mr. Weedom 
Smith, Jonesville, Mr. Cotham Haddad, Monroe, 
Mr. H. J. Hunter, Monroe, Mr. Bruce Lynn, Belcher. 


7. Laymen to use all publicity available to pro- 
mote this plan. 


8. Applications to Home Mission Committee, in 
writing, showing local plans, needs, complete finan- 
cial statement and willingness to cooperate in 
Presbytery work, will be factors in deciding admin- 
istration of this Special Fund, when it becomes 
available. 


Evangelism: Recommends every Church have a 
Committee on Evangelism. 


World Missions: partial report urged appeals to 
young people for Missionary service to the Church 
and Schoo! of Missions, Mission speaker and use 
of Materials from Mission Board. 


Camping Committee dates, Directors for 1959 
Camping Season approved. 


Senior June 1-6 Rev. C. E. Pickens, Director 
Pioneer I June 8-13 Rev. R. G. McGehee, Director 
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Pioneer II June 15-20 Rev. J. M. Wilson, Director 
Pioneer III June 22-27 Rev. R. A. Wilkins, Director 
Junior I June 29-July 3 Rev. S. R. Shrum, Director 
Junior II July 6-10 Rev. Wm. E. Clark, Director 


Urge every Minister to serve in at least one 
camp. Suggest capable laymen. Nominating Com- 
mittee Report: Children’s Work, Rev. David A. 
Laverty; Stated Clerk: Rev. W. R. Gage, ’62; Per- 
manent Clerk: Rev. Robt. G. McGehee, ’62. Moder- 
ator-Designate: Rev. Tom K. Prentice - Resolutions 
adopted. 


216th Stated Meeting First Presbyterian Church, 
Bastrop, La. 


Adjourned with prayer, Rev. W. A. Benfield. 





NORTH CAROLINA 


Charlotte — Queens Evening College and WSOC- 
TV are cooperating in the national education proj- 
ect, The Continental Classroom, offering a course 
in physics for the atomic age. Preparation of the 
project has been coordinated by the American As- 
sociation of Colleges for Teacher Education. It 
has been financed by the Ford Foundation. 


The National Broadcasting Company and its 
affiliated stations will broadcast the course five 
days a week, Monday through Friday, each morn- 
ing from 6:30 a. m. to 7:00 a. m., in each local 
time zone, beginning Oct. 6. 


Dr. Harvey E. White, professor and vice-chair- 
man of the department of physics at the University 
of California, will be the principal teacher in 
the course. Cther leading physicists of the nation 
will teach some of the classes and give some of 
the demonstrations. Television broadcasts will be 
supplemented by outlines of the lessons and sug- 
gested reading material. 





TENNESSEE 


King College, Bristol, opened its 1958-1959 
session this week with a record enrollment of some 
300 men and women with students from thirteen 
states and eight foreign countries. 


The faculty group this year is also enlarged, with 
ten new faculty members. Three are replacements 
for faculty members who have been awarded fel- 
lowships for graduate study, and five represent 
additions to the faculty in King College’s program 
of expansion. “This larger faculty will result in 
some additions to the curriculum,” commented 
President R. T. L. Liston, “but its chief effect 
will be to strengthen the institutional program 
by decreasing the teaching load of the faculty.” 


The new Dean of Students at King is the Rev- 
erend George A. Anderson, formerly vice-president 
of Montreat College. Additions to the English and 
mathematics departments are Dr. Paul W. Miller 
of Madison, Wis., and Miss Marion Clark of Rich- 
mond, Va. Miss Nancy Greenhoe of Sweetwater, 
Tenn., is the new Assistant Dean of Women, and 
Miss Madge Land of Abingdon, Va., will be in 
charge of women’s physical education. Acting As- 
sistant Professor of Bible is the Reverend Horace 
Stoessel of Long Beach, Miss., and Acting As- 
sistant Professor of Economics is Mr. John Fred- 
erick Vallery, Jr., of Bristol, Tenn. Mr. H. Shaw 
Scates of Memphis, Tenn., will be Assistant Pro- 
fessor of History, and instructors in the biology 
and chemistry departments will be Mr. William 
David Heizer of Rawlings, Va., and Mr. Tony J. 
Miller of Winston-Salem, N. C. 
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WEST VIRGINIA 


Greenbrier Presbytery held its stated summer 
meeting in the recently completed sanctuary of 
the First Presbyterian Church of White Sulphur 
Springs on Tuesday, September 16. Dr. D. L. 
Beard is pastor of the host church. 


Rev. Robert Barnes, pastor of the Tygarts Valley 
and Mill Creek Churches, was elected moderator 
of the presbytery replacing Rev. L. M. Barkley 
of Lewisburg. 


A revised Form of Government sent to the Pres- 
bytery by the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church was the subject of extensive study 
during the meeting. The court recorded approval 
of a major part of it and sent to the General As- 
sembly its reasons for disapproval of other sections. 
A new statement of the Presbyterian Church’s 
position on Marriage, Divorce and Remarriage was 
also approved at this meeting. 


Among speakers to the group was Paul J. Carr, 
Hinton attorney and President of the Men’s Coun- 
cil of the Presbytery. He announced the Men’s 
Rally to be held in the church at Marlinton on 
September 25. Rev. Warren Brannon, chaplain 
of Davis Stuart School at Lewisburg, told the 
group of the work at this home supported by the 
Presbyterian Synod of West Virginia. 


The invitation given by the Clifton Church at 
Maxwelton for the winter meeting was accepted 
and Ruling Elder A. G. Timberlake of the First 
Presbyterian Church in Hinton was elected 
moderator-in-nomination. 





intelligent Missionary Zeal 
Revealed in the Letter, “Colossians” 
By George S. Lauderdale 


So thoroughly did the first century church 
spread the good news of salvation through Jesus 
Christ that it “was preached to every creature 
which is under heaven.” Colossians 1:23. Only 
the elect appreciate the importance of God’s 
message to the world: the mystery which was 
hid from ages and generations is now revealed 
to the saints. If the gospel of the Lord Jesus 
Christ has not impressed your whole soul with 
its beauty and power and caused you to forsake 
everything to propagate it in the world, could 
it be that you are not saved? It certainly might 
be! 


Unless you see how vital this gospel is to 
the world and obey Christ’s charge to preach it 
to every creature, they will be lost forever and 
ever. 


Love God’s Word and Live Clean 


Now, only now, is your chance to tell the 
lost race that Christ died for our sins; now 
is your only time to encourage believers and 
pray for them. Jesus Christ is able to give you 
a bath, washing away your sins, and to work 
in you mightily as He did in the apostle Paul. 
His Word can dwell in you richly in all wis- 
dom so that you can teach and admonish others. 
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Through Jesus Christ, you can walk in wis- 
dom before the world, your speech always with 
grace, knowing how to answer every man. Chris- 
tians attract the attention of men because they 
are different, having put off like an old coat 
the wicked way of life, and having put on Jesus 


Christ. Pray that today all who are led to 
remark on your being unlike the world will 
get so kind and wise a reply that they will be 
won to the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Pray! 


Paul had never seen the congregation at 
Colosse, but had prayed for them since the day 
that he had heard of their faith, as he did for 
others whom he had not seen. In evangelizing 
the whole world there must be much of this 
type praying; it will not be done unless we 
learn to do all things zealously, as unto the 
Lord and not to men. If you are not praying 
for missionaries and national churches in other 
lands, especially Russia and China, because you 
have not seen the faces of the believers you 
have no excuse. Repent and pray! 


The secret of having a good testimony before 
the world is to have a good prayer life and walk 
before God. “And whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord and not unto men; 
knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the 
reward of the inheritance.” Colossians 3:23,24. 


God Is Love 


The Old Testament is a proof that God loved 
the world before Christ came and is thus a 
commentary on the first part of John 3:16. No 
person is angry with a group for whom he has 
a priceless gift until the very day that he pre- 
sénts it, and then suddenly starts loving them! 


The New Testament is a commentary on a 
second part of John 3:16, He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him 
should not perish but have everlasting life. Let 
believers read the letters to the churches re- 
peatedly. “And when this epistle is read among 
you, cause that it be read also in the church 
of the Laodiceans; and that ye likewise read the 
epistle from Laodicea.”” Colossians 4:16. The 
New Testament shows how Christians behave, 
what they think about. In a word, Christ “is 
our life.” 


Jesus Christ Preeminent 


Having redeemed us by His blood, Christ 
is the Head of the church. The message which 
God wants preached to all the world is Christ: 
“even the mystery which hath been hid from 
ages and from generations, but now is made 
manifest to his saints: to whom God would 
make know what is the riches of the glory of 
this mystery among the Gentiles; which is 
Christ in you, the hope of glory.” Colossians 
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1:26,27. How these truths should cause us to 
pray! Apart from Christ there is no salvation, 
and only as He works through us do the Gen- 
tiles learn God’s message. 


The whole task of missions is dependent on 
God: stay close to Him! 


The church at Colosse had been exposed to 
Satan’s doctrine that Jesus Christ is not so 
important; however, Christ is the stone which 
the builders must not reject. Those who leave 
out the Lord Jesus Christ will themselves be 
omitted in the plans and works of God. We 
are to be rooted and built up in Christ; we are 
complete in Him, risen with Him; “Christ is 
all, and in all.” Colossians 3:11. Missionaries 
share Christ’s love for the church and enter 
into His sufferings for her. 


Facts From the Fields 


A Christian student from Korea, Sung Koog 
Hahn, reports that in fleeing from Communists 
he stayed in one hole so long that he could 
not walk when he got out. In North Korea, 
many Christians were thrown into wells where 
they died at the hands of the hate-filled Com- 
munists; Christians died rejoicing in Christ’s 
love, however. If it were not for the assurance 
of the marvelous love of the Lord, from which 
neither sword, persecution, nor famine, nor 
death can separate, the believers could not have 
held on to their faith. 


Under Communist domination, the people 
are not given news from the outside. Permis- 
sion from the police must be received before 
assemblies can be held of three or more people. 
Jobs are denied Christians in North Korea, 
Hahn stated. Americans should appreciate their 
freedom. The Christians of Korea are grateful 
for the American Christian missionaries and 
their labors in their homeland. 
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